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The Influence of Ramayana and Mahabharata on the Mind
and Life of Indian People

CHAUDHARY Harjender *
gloleg Tlely

Abstract :

The two Indian Epics---the Ramayana and the Mahabharata---have deeply influenced Indian
way of thinking and living. This multi-dimensional influence may be traced through centuries. This
influence is a glaring example of the transcendence of time as well as space. From ancient times
to the present age, the two epics have been a source of artistic and literary creation --- sculpture to
painting and music to dances of India. Even the contemporary Indian literature of various Indian
languages as well as electronic media owes a lot to these two epics.

This brief article takes note of various dimensions of the influence of the Ramayana and the

Mahabharata on Indian mind and behavior.
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AT T 3 Sa= 9% THTAO-HTATIT T THTS

Toreft sr=elt <= ST FATHIT F [ F qTE T/ Z97/ AT/ AR/ TF TG
TET Tg ST ST a8 IH THAT AT FATH( FT AEATET Fed T Tge 2raT g1 AT
TFAT I TRt 7 TRt T\ a9 staed T wdl 8, SHeh A< et TfEde o el
TTAAT B 3T ITAT HagaT 7 T F fiaw geaerT 2t g1 IHF TTIHET il T TedT
FIAT & IT IAHT T (VES(e) TEIT FLAT gl AT <TH TAATSAT 6 dva¥ # T AT
A FAT-TAATSAT 0T AT § T ATIF T g

arfges gaTlad FAT €, AIAT AT ISH/AET W gledl 8, Tg 9T g9 99
STEA-ATET &1 9T it Ffort sfie =2t § g7t fEfegar g adt 81 S =ET g6
TSI/ ATATS T HAGAT I TEATHL IHh ST & gaAT-HT [T ST 3T T F HAag |
TEAAT 7 FY, AT ‘TAel TATA ATAT TAAT Fgl ST Tl gl TG SHILT HAGAT H FICH
GA-IEAT % T IHHT LA FEAT a9 S0, Sl § H=F-a9 A1, T A AR
REr-a-d1Et g fomrelt § yarted g o, faterq-srferfera s=emm #7 9= sfiw
AT H S-S et Aersh et g1, UET TA7aqor dTfecd F7 of gral gl

A & qvad § ST UHT SATTR THTS AT AT o T=aret % a1 § 9= @ ar
TRTOTT, SATHUET, ST HATH A AT 6 &l HgHIAT ---ITHAT F AgTHEd--- T T8
& AT 32 ST g1 a0-2Aq€T il ST AT SThe o ATTH STTHHET Hl (87 T
TTHATAT & g T A1 T@T, ST STHTEE € § A § (ofaq-areq arieed ave =T
T HITah-aT=h 0T gral Tafl Y= =arst & Ruw-sifaw &7 eqrfeasi ==t
TFATHET 9 [Afa fFu uE & = aeE WAl F §9Yw ---aueiaT qv
HHHTATAL, THTATE AT STAFRTATE SATH-—--TITET FT THTO-TOTH 471 T8t aF & g
THAT I TTErier T AT H agd af |iel af gl off| AgTART THHT qa9 Saad
EEIERUIE

TET AGTHRTAT ----T(AAT T HGTART ---HT FgHl T F ATIR-eeAT AT o
S g1 T agafsd T=ATe A8l &, ¥ agATd &l Tg HI@h—AT = Arfged TEFIT &
FHETT g1 ATHI-GTT T Fgli=at T Tfaad gerge & a9 foF Tger ¢ grardr (&9 faF
FAT ATAT ) THATATH T T F I 69 I 2 T g0 I 19 7 27 Wgrahreai &
FAT-TAT T TES & T BT ST &1 FEIAAT ST AATA 6 TATAT o6 AT g7 AT
T ST F9d Tal T@d| §H % dva¥ § dgd [AgTUTcHe 0T |T g STaT ITd|
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FATAF AT SAqaeq l 32 T I I HSTHTSA TLEIL FIHT T9=AT 70 T 2| TATAT
U raetaTal AT g, e =¥ F = # fra frarse fama = g1 wgt vergear
FEd TTL | ITT ¥ [0, AT 3T s1fae, T ofiT ga=rae & o= 7 qrar e
TH THAT AT AETATET T & ATAT TH@ FHII0 | T2 efea 38 & fFgiua w8 ar gq
ot B e 7gt off WS €1 91 § T At oY gdqEE-ue § g giaat st
F TR T ST Tehal g1 FALT AT, HGTHRA § AT & g Ta91d q¢ feeqforgt aied
Tl TERTE 37T HeAT-FH il AYHATL gl HETHRAT & I3 H TaoTd ITH FTd a1l Iiea-96F =t
FHIHAT AT AT A-ATE TH TG I AT g o AT AT SATATA -Z I -TTSHT T 4T
STTAT g1 AT % HHTael § HgTHd AT TATHATLT THT 382l gl HgTATd § o
T ST TR, St awaTeiie §a9t § 93adr § SATAT-JAeATET i ST JFdT gl

WETHTT ¥ AT # 9t 3 B g o e § wiegE 8, 7% w9 wera A # 2, v
HETIA § aftTd 78l €, 98 =9 oo 7 oft w1 781 €1 = awheq % ATqerAreger g
JTASE FH F FH AT AT Fgl &l ST THal g o Agraed § qq:Fafaai, aqgtn,
Straa-ferfa, =wearsti T 9=t #i ==ras Afegar edt g, ‘arad’ $ie aHsETe=
T T IRy st ST Tt 2

T ITTET F ITAH 19 &1 =9 77 ST FhaT 81 Fgraa | afva ‘sagmar &7
TIRT 37 RTTOAT-ARIETTR 6T qeATo] JTHE U ST HJeqTy’ Rl 81 21 gearsi &
1T T TS AATAA-907 FESAATOHT § AT THAT =L gIdl gl 39 AT 9T Aol
THT T ITEA(A Al ST S FAe] AFATT T sreffapiaa (9=r ) TN gH i 9t
AU FTA-ATEH FETFTH TH T AT T AT F IHRT 2

# g =

1T FT T & TILOTH 6 FgTe 7|
Tfe 72 A7 g gam o Ay

AT AR 31 ATt |t a

Y U THHYT FAEIA qE1 gt
forer EIRT & AT v Forea
T AT ST ST g1 ST

ST % ot ST |f=a R g AT |
qaT H, JaT |, gw A
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TaT-aaT % ford grm Ay ag

g A ATAT F T FERTA

Ffet § Fg-ag FT AT et
[Tt 1971:92-93]

AT & 919 § T 78 STraet Aafasaarit @9 a3g 99 ared Jai gel RIemT o
TRt ofY oTer SITITeY 9Tg¥ ST ATE-HAT A § ST TLAT[-[EE & A9y & "Il H
AR IS ERUREA A

AT § o1 "ot AT faey 3P & ‘Fwe § 92 37 ¥ A5 F1 39 =T 37
TTSAT AT T TAT-TGT T2T 8, TH T FT T STl AN IH qHT Sofifaror ST fheft
The 1o o (AT G F 27 F €T | TATHOT FIA I ATATAT Y@ gl I¥ AT af Fgl
&1 ST TodT § T3 FETHA & TaATa/ TAATR il FHoddT-91<h Y auid-or~e gqa
fT| IEHT TGS TATH gH T o A9 FT TFd g

vt & qufirg setr=r =f THfaaTe oWt #7 Fgar g 3 R 2= @ =ars 1%
ATYTRT WIS AT &l ATiged i AU & 9T F2 FT JT0 a7 AT qriged &7
FeHT ST AT AT &1 STTUAT| SHehT HIAAT Jat & o aea o sreeft wiaera arfaer &
T AT TAATSAT & AT AT e TFG g1 SThT T AIAAT ATHTT —TATA g1 THHl
AT T TTEAT €T T3 T2l gl T 39 TH ahed | ST 9T € g1 S1aT g T Tremmn
T HETWTET AT IAT AgTaTed F AdTead] qah TAATcHE IS 3T FATAH 5
FATAT % THE AI-HT B &l

HEFd ATGcd & TAU-FHTA 6 & TAATH o 7 HSTHRIAT § ATH FATTH! T A1
AT FTToraT T THE I WETHTe THTA & AT4% TH % T 1 T@T FHAaTdT H1ed
g T 39T fravtirg ATed ATHSTTmFaes HeTHd i Uk Faias FAT I AT gl
UH 3T I U ST Tl 2

HEAFRTA ARF-ATRT I¥ AT TT ETRTSAT T TATT @7 o1 F6dT gl Beat afw
TR i AT FA-ATTA | | & TGO & 37 SqqR | 3T FO - I AT
FALTITA HT TFe HAT: THAED T AT F gl qAHIGE & AgThred
TE=FRaFTe (S Beal THTE F A T A-E g ) I 9§ - aeusT
I Yo F FoEw & ---afaway arfiE Jeedt f shad-=a=1 #1 qga T 9T
THAATAT F ARTSIAT F 3T AT T A S oreat it G0 @ araraor § 997
TEAT g1 AT ATLCATT AT | T TTHTAU-T T SATIH TSA-9739 39 ATOT-S97 0
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ToroTTer AT IR o it TR0 37T STl | LA il HATAE T AT TTHRTAT
T TAAT g2 81 THTA TS ST ITH-U 2T 3| 3Eh ATAHT I ST TATHL
FHET HIAAT T THTAT-TGET FTA-TAT AT T FT AT Fidcd I qrFwdT FHT
e T 8

............... ZfaE aTOTe H THAT H ATHRIAAT ST THTI K ATHIOT A
TRUTEr e At R 21 g g § oft Treraer 1 kereeq w7 g
SHEA-eA1 & HaH § TG gl 1@l § 3 He 9T aoi] § da1d AT 6t
THAT g2 gl TPATHT el # THE FT q99s ¥ qHARAHTE 3T95d g
T & o UF T o AT FTT THFAT T ST IR o T ) g
H TS AT o 99 & SATerd THT TS FIS Hed qad L@l g, av Tg THIT g
A et ft TRt T fRT 7 ®T ¥ oz I AT SHAT ¥ A8 =T gel
Bl THANTHTE % T59T g1 AT =l oI ATUTH | THFAT IT AT FeT
forg ) [Pt 1972:9-10]

aaF arferat ® Off gt e & oo fFfemme 8, |/ F
TTHATAT-SATITSIHT o THT TEE S THTT T 60 ST Tl &

ATLAT ATHTA o ST S AH @R o STAAT TAATA o AT 6 & H AT
T HETATLA & FATTRI d TEIAN T GIANT FFAT § TAT MY AF Fagar it Troaaf &
I AT 7 FHahir AeATst-w=i i i Teaiedr $i7 g aree it fafaer framef —
FIAAT, qTeH, SUFITH, FgMT e F AT Tordrr wwh i v 7 v i
g H TEHT A T2 | GHAT ATLAT o HIA-ATeH FTFT 0T TAT S 00 ST Tohl gl =T
TYET HEAT T HETIEYTH, TIUT 1 TF 7T STHT HIA-TAATE ST T {7 H A7eft g1 27
STYTT-HIT A HETATIT o T & For 10 9w 2 8

T & SAATAT TTHTIAV 3T AETAT FT TATT AT F SAT & T o o1 7 AT
fe@Ts T=ar 21 T AT WErEHRTSAT F A T AT 7 H arer-fawet F = & oo oft
fFremm 81 7 [Afey ama-=tEt w1 afaf e s arer o 81 5 = Je-sfaa a
IETELOT AT ATg af [A-Hig & Jeq et AT 737 &7 gawrg, qfaaar & &1 #iar i
AT, ITG-9h H AEHT F AT, TET il 9Tg @9 aTl hEl Tq1aTT &l T4,
TOq-9<F FT FAAMLH Fg AT ARATT & (7T qIHT TeATU &1 T Se-Tawai & dawer
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H AT H [EA-SITA o0l STATFHAT el SATIE-eA, ¥ SgTal SAf<h &l |T Tal arall
g T HETHTAL & TATAT FT GHAT: T TUH THT 2

Jr-favat & &7 § AT 7 a9 I qTA o qArar A s qreaarst & w7 |t
T ZAT AETHRTSAT T THTG I@T ST ThaT &1 FHESA TAT TATH  (Hgid § STH-A8
FT AT qEAT AT FAAT A TRl gl TA A F qA-3F A TEAH TOse 9 F FHI
TAT 3T ST7H & @-T:@ o BT & &9 H JGATT 77 % HAT H @47 GTHT TG 8
gt g% f fator siw wver f garaar fF #691 F 9o 9% g A gy 81 g g iy
STTAF FATA F FATE SLATC-HTT 6 T § FHEA T [A9H F Hgid § TgLr rem
=T 81 WETaRa # FHEA T A WG 3" FAEE & T H 90T g0 g,
T T FTeAdT & SATIH TH-TJ 1T T ATH-3TEAT F7 FFT a9 T S % 7 § I
II-ATT & TIAHH 6 ®F H e TAT-Ha97 § Tgel FOT T 9 &6iqe &9 %
TTT-ATT T[T HI TN & ST F909 FATd & 1o SAf g & AT ST Toh 8, STl ey
TEIUI-3HT 2| ST STeH H [ATHAT ol FATAAT (AT e ATAT TG ASAT-HH T
FAT 3T TG ATACT % €T H WATT ATH-TJId FT SATATIAS 9T g1 FATA 37T
TEAT-FH § AT IMeHHF ATAATE Tt 3 STgHhar il ART qgl Fcdl, AT TH
AT AT U9 T=99 T 2 = 1A ATIarsi #9940 4% F7 <dT 2l
FATAET, T AL o <6 H, I Gl | FA-THA STl 5l

FHEA d AT (G F TEETET 3T AT HT AAST A T qIY I8 @0
ST AT g Sk St i sterfesare off Tae o+ g geraea § ga et F 91
—FH FHT FATHF TET AT g1 AILATT FAUVST & qTAd HTg — SATTT—FT FO-TeT 3T
T ATE-7e7 F =T H 7747 S1aT g1 FOaw-wyta F = s § atergi-sroray #1 7g
HATAHY AT T&T 6T 7T 2 FF siaqa: e g9 g gasit —faadi—ahT &@-vame &l
I FAM U-a9 SIF AT AT 6l Gias AT S ATt Tl - Jfaai 9
AL - T & HO a9d &, T a1 A9 g0 AT AN FHHUE FId T2 2l
TTHTA-HETHTET F A AT UHT 32 Y o7 qerawrsi 7 3@r ST 9haT g, S &t
# afeafda gr =t €

R0 T g FT U FLAT, A AT, L AT AT FT FARII-HRTE FLAT, T
T TS ATIATAT T TEHTT FAT AT Fg MaeT & ST 27 HETHTAT % FAT-TERM T [
fraTs 7= §1 “ e AT wET A A I e 07 A= 7 578 7 [RiE 1999: 365] S
ST T FTAT 37T T 81 T ST T & Toh U el oSt SHage § ¥ gf Irord gid
T 1 gt &1 FET FEAT ff AT ATt sreel A2t wen fifzat F fi7 w1 g
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Y FEdt FETI-ATEAT A F T 6T SATET a1 qgredf g1 ‘At 97 93 arar
el off Stifere &7 7 £ SHag § 3a¢ ITaT g1 a8 S Mgl # T ¥ Igq § T ATTF
9T F| e T o el T ar IrATST F SATae (SacITHT gal ga:’ )d qiadi uga
FEAT A YW H aAq-faeaa & far am v o 21, ST seet ser | AT
AT o sfer g1 TG AT a7q g T T SATTrw & F S AT Ar=A<0r w7 ZET a9 9T
2l

ATILTT ST STALTIOTSN o ATH-TTT FHT-FT rsaraett T Iegl A= Hal 7 AT 2l
T GUHE ITTE 3@ SH T sradr 9 AT F S AwRAT & s
AT & TASATEATTIT a7 97 g1 U SeRTerarol ST gaET TH-175T | HgTATT 6
TeI-ToF-TET | TIH 57 AHRTLATIN AT WA (At ¥4 ) & forw ®g g1 =5«
Bl TH-ITST Te-IA AT TART (el gal § Mt ST T AT Fqa=Iar 9T & 0T
TSl TATHAT HTEAT F oA H AT 3T T8 Y AF SAAq i AT gdFTl AT |
Sre f&am o8 oo a1 8 & areise RSy 7 oA Fe-gde i §9d a9 are
AR THA-TFedT S g1 AE-gadT g F7 ATehi Iar F3d arell FAqedTy
S-SRI T I =9 T AT ohed IAT 2

AT & 9T e fBeg-uat it TeFaeT THE F HgTHRd & ot 81 T9eT, drardr
S T T TET THTAT F g AT HOT —TeATSHT AT TEE AGTAT &) ooy & =
T FATATUN - T FOT - F To0-Feaw s gy amr Begelt ® o agwagt
TR &, STath Z9RT ¥ ATl o 99 qdT REel F o\ v gataataai grer 9t
HATT ST &1 FEE T TF0-HEATE HHHT F [AAT T T8 21T g, ATfAerarsty grev g
THE Tg AT 39 &7 7% THAAT F7 F99 T q1q 3073 & TF Fa=T-a9ie T @-er
B % 10T 3987 ( FAsrT-gerY) uF aga At ARR gl I ST AT U A=
A e AT oS % a9 F €T H G937 AT AT T AT IAL AT | Tohe | B AT
ST T HIFH % FT Ggd HLTH H HATIT STTAT g1 THII0T 6 HAT-TEIT AL TaAqTT
shra-Rafaa sz st & s=-siaw § SoaT™ &7 991 F3% a7 30 99 & 19 o
TE (AT FAVST F A3 Al ——FT(ch-—- T STHTAEAT T ) EATFA-99 AT
STAT g1 WA T T STATEAT-ATIEHT & HaE UT FAIreAT-ariet grer i F T
STATHRY ATAT THAAT A<H FLA il HedAT l Td § FAET 9 qTAT g AR
ST A-FAl-Hal 3T UG & AEA-TETH ST ATFgNE & F ITART qeaei &l
FATA-TAATT AT FHFHIUST & AATAT gIAT gl =T F <IThl AT T A HHAT], a9
FOFT AT For-fAwer § AT fawet fi, aeg-avg &, geradr afAt o foar 8
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arfaeraTort & eaft 7 FTL-IEAT FT TT GALATH HHATA F I =FAT AT g1 UH H
AT AT - TIBTHI-FHFIUST T TUIH § [RT FAT-IERT AT qar &7 S
FTAS(E TE T ATAT ST F1AH 2 T ITH Tat &7 qvae THIAT 9 ASIAET F of 2

ATEATAT & ATHT F |41 & 9 # 9 Q91 qgrareal fif 947 fGe=er T IrEiis g
T[H, FOT, AEHIT, AL, A, TATH , TAAL, TNGT , FIA, T, HIgH, TITA,
HaT, e, T, T, AT, qFadr, S, $T5[A, 9gad, HitH, IrETET ot a9
Tl TS ARded T@d g af Fal T, AR T FT TF 9T I gl TH, THFHO,
g, gamm g arfe-anfe s\ 3eTeew fIu ST & g1 =9 ATHI % 979 9T IUATH,
TA-ATH AT ATFAE=F 98 o S forw S €1 9% 27 33120 § 9a1 oot g & oa s
AT F q ATH TTHTAO-HETATEA F ITAT F ATHT 6 LT 9% T ATd 21 ATSThel Gre
AT 7@ FT e st ¥ g, iy, T Y gen-Arat 1 N #4929 9 g, T9E
TG T A ATHI FT TFAT AT 1 9T, FO7, AT S AT G o 72 8| 965 *
BT, EATITHF 9Teal T ATHT o €T H I 7 Herd ff THAL T F = 2T 8

THTA ST HETATT AT AT gH-Ta ( FAAS g ) AT a7d Fd 5| T8
FH-TTAT T HETHET T ST % FHAT-TERN T¥ FHivad o awe-arargst & off
HISE YEaT gl T8 AT a1q g {3 el et erg ot &t srafer & e ad-uras
Tl GRTATGH AT -Haehi F G ‘aF-3s, -5 a7 g1 aeaa Heres
AT ATATRH] & STE-Ed & & § T 07 T0 | T T HSTART ATHF
Tt  YTEIHF T2 F X H TR % THT TEh-Terat g1 gl Sar wwt o
Teah-ierat Sradt areft gt ST, grast emeraTREt % Rt & 2 e qrearl i
Stal IAT B AT STt off | AET FHTOT AT R THTIA F WA ATATRw % a9 S
AT g SE e U AR S ATE Y worer ST Uy s R o+, e
Fex AT AT T HIS (Wb TEIT AT ATF AT AT| AT AT RET % qA T
®q H TTHTA AT HTATA & L TEIT T g AT TAT| Fg &7 aread ag g T
AT | ToFeras edr i THEv-gTaed gl $il TRETRadr & o+F
T -3 s T 9=q €1 Teffas & ara-ary dgee-evae o ff =Arfas
&9 H g 19 @ BT 2

HETATLT | AT01q YT (69T FIT T3 318 & FoeA= & A& § =ied af 1 qeATwH
T IT@HT ALY F qHEA IHHT FSawor yeqa Fear) Tefifaes st fmfy swegfae aads
o I T STHTOT &1 AT 7 &1, Ig i g & Teiifas sfiw fhew 3= arwmaor  agremea
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& FAT-TET FT 2 F0h G HAT-BeAT & AT AT AT FeA-Fef 72T &
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