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Access to Selective Secondary Schools in Modern Japan:
Reconsidered

Jyoji KIKUCHI

In 1936 the Japanese Ministry of Education made a large scale national survey on the first destination
of compulsory primary school leavers (about 15,000 samples). I introduced and analysed the results in
my paper, Access to Secondary Education in Modem Japan, The Japanese Journal of Educational
Sociology, No.22, October 1967. I pointed out that , although children from the lowest family income
class were almost entirely excluded from opportunities for selective secondary education ( academic
secondary school for boys, girls’ high school, and vocational secondary school), the ratios of middle
income group were as large as the expected shares in representation.

This is an attempt to reanalyse the survey results. Is it true that the lowest 25% of the population in
terms of family income was almost entirely cut off ? From the data analysed here, classifying the sur-
vey areas into higher and lower enrollment, it can be concluded that, in urban residential areas, oppor-
tunities for selective secondary education were actually open to a comparatively lower class. In rural
towns and villages, however, the lowest income groups were still almost entirely cut off from selec-

tive secondary schools.



