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Definition and mechanism of scapegoating
Naoki KUGIHARA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

The scapegoating was typical kinds of collective attribution of causes and responsibility and blaming a
certain targets when people perceive that negative events occurred in past or will occur in the future. The
targets of scapegoating may be selected on the basis of ambiguous or no causal relationship to the negative
event. Here I proposed a total scapegoating model and discussed characteristics of mass media publicity.
And finally, a scapegoat transition model (the ripple widening model) was presented.

Keywords: scapegoat, mass media, ripple widening model, blame, frustration-aggression theory, defense
mechanism.
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