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Classroom Group through Teacher's Eyes :
An Analysis of Teacher's Perspectives

on Child's Individuality

HAYASHI Sachiko

The word “individuality” is one of the key terms in recent educational reforms. However, there have not been
enough discussions concerning how child's individuality is perrceived in the actual work place, a classroom. This
study analyzes how teachers, who face entire classroom group members, view “child's individuality” .

Japanese classroom culture has often been defined and described as “group oriented” and it has been
frequently pointed out that it does not treat children's individuality with respect and honor. However, Japanese
teachers very much say that they wish to develop children's individuality, and in fact, they perceive that as one of the
most important educational aims. Existing data reveals that the teacher's most important motivation as an educator is
the abstract idea that they are developing children's individuality. On the other hand, their confidence in teaching
everyday school lessons, which is a more concrete form of practice, does not give teachers feeling of worth doing
their work. k

Another data shows that the more the teachers are susceptible to the word “individuality” , the stronger
they demand unity as a group from children. The foundation of their leadership in classroom is the emotional bond
with each child and the whole group, and thfough that, they try to create a firm, unified classroom group. Although
this method of classroom management does not concern children's grade level, as the children-grow, teachers tend to
evaluate children's individuality by how children react and obey to their guidance. At the same time, classroom
atmosphere which treasures children's individuality in learning diminishes remarkably. Both teachers and children
are enclosed inside the thick walls of classroom structure, and there is a strong need to design moré flexible

classroom organizations for both of them.



