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Our World Constructed by Multivoicedness
-A Case Study of “Houkago club” -

Ken WAKATSUKI

This paper aims to interpret the activity of “Houkago club” held at the community youth
center, based on the Bakhtin's concept of “multivoicedness.” “Multivoicedness” means that a cer-
tain number of different voices reverberate or reflect each other in the dialogical relationship in one
voice. From the perspective, we regard “Houkago club” as one that is not independent but con-
structed in dialogue.

“Houkago club” started by the voices of local community. The voices of the staff mem-
bers and children of “Houkago club,” which had not been crossed at the outset, gradually got to be
multivoiced by incorporating each other's voices into their own voices. At the same time, the voices of
the staff members came to adopt the voices of the local community as well.

Two major merits of this approach are as follows. First, we can understand the process in
which things go on. Second, we can notice minority's voices to being spoken which have been dis-

missed so far,



