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The Narratives of Success: an Analysis of
Migrant Waste Collectors in West Timor

Yoshinari MORITA

This paper focuses on the conflict which emerges when a subsistence economy of an agricultural
village meets urban economy built on the principles of capitalism.

On the westernmost tip of the Timor Islands of East Indonesia there is a town of Kupang. East
of the town lie the vast downs - an area, which has long been perceived by the government as
underdeveloped. The peasants of the area come to Kupang, seeking cash income. Some of them
become the "Ana Botol" - children of the bottle - and engage in waste recycling. The work is
surely strenuous, but Ana Botol more than often treat it as a mere pleasure jaunt. The success or
failure is generally believed to be decided by chance. The income of the most is meager, but one
of them has managed to consistently earn considerable sums of money everyday and live a life
much more affluent than any others.

This paper does not attempt to evaluate the peasants, who try to catch up with the rest of the
world and find their place within the market economy - it does not seek to depict them as an
exploited class, nor as supple masters of adaptation. The question it asks is how they themselves
envisage the actual process, by which one of them managed to succeed in the city. The author
will give an account of the numerous explanations, given from the both standpoints - that of the
market economy and that of the traditional one - and try to analyze them. Finally, he will try to
reformulate what we call and what we should call the process of adjustment of peasants to market

economy.

Key Words : migrant worker, market economy, subsistence economy, waste collector, Atoni Meto

76— WINZWAITESN B h—IT «+ - VO g FEEIC & 255 R

e






