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Identity Issue of Dowa Student Under
Construction of Liberation Movement

—The Predicament and Prospect of Dowa Education at a

Turning Point —

Takuya HARADA

Dowa Education (Education for Liberation of Buraku) is under the circumstances of “a turning
point.” The Special Measure for Dowa Project, which has been enforced for over thirty years under
the provision of “Dotaishin(The Report of the Dowa Policy Delimitation ~Committee),” will termi-
nate in coming 2002.

But, on the other hand, the gap of the achievement between Dowa students and others still persisits
in a remarkable degree. And incidents of discrimination against Dowa have not yet disappeared. It’
s no doubt that the termination of the Special Measure for Dowa Project does not mean the end of
Dowa Education. At the age of “a turning point,” it is critical agenda for us to consolidate the
foundations of Dowa Education and go a step further.

This paper tries to answer the question by means of focusing on the cultural identity of Dowa stu-
dents. First of all, I elucidate both the predicament and the possibility by which Dowa Education is
confronted describing how one of Dowa female students interprets and recognizes her own identity
as “Dowa.” Today, aside from children, adults also face the similar problem around cultural identi-
ty, because most people in Dowa communities have got rid of poverty due to The Special Measure for
Dowa Project. Therefore, redifining their identity as “Dowa” is becoming more and more important
problem for themselves as well as teachers and other persons concemed. In conclusion, I present my

own view about how to reconceptualize Dowa identity.



