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Study of Independent Groups and Circles and
the Ways of Extending Public Support to Such Groups

ENDO Chikato

In Japan, the number of independent and autonomous groups and circles engaged in lifelong learning is .
considerably high. However, only a few studies on such groups and circles have been conducted.

This article intends to investigate the actual circumstances of such groups and circles and the ways of
extending public support to them; this is achieved through a questionnaire survey of and interviews with groups and
circles that use a public hall to conduct their activities. In this respect, the data presented in this article is limited;
however, it suggests the necessity of

1) providing these groups with more space to conduct their activities and improving the facilities required for
their activities, and, in addition, providing them with information regarding the places available for such
activities and the means to obtain such information.

2) creating opportunities for the formation of new groups and circles and encouraging participation in existing
groups and circles.



