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SUMMARY

On Max Ernst’s Paysage (S/M612):

A Consideration from Amédée Guillemin’s L’Magnétisme et
Uélectricité ’ :
~ Atena KUNIYOSHI

Max Ernst’s Paysage (1923) is considered to be outstanding among
Ernst’s works of 1923; the land dominated by darkness and three odd
figures attract one’s attention. The two figures in the center are espe-
cially noticeable, because they are largely depicted as facing this way.
Moreover the painting is unusually gouache and large. What did Ernst
want to depict in this work? Despite its peculiarity, little attention has
been paid to this work.

I discovered the visual sources of Paysage in Amédée Guillemin’s
L’Magnétisme et Uélectricité, published in Paris in late 19th century.
Two experimental figures “Electric Lights” and “Voltaic Arc, Cones of
Carbon” seemed to have inspired Ernst. He modified the waves, naps,
and conductor of the discharge images, then added a cone of carbon
and a landscape with water under them. In addition, seven other visual
sources are found in Guillemin’s books.

From this discovery, we can understand that Paysage is related to
electric discharge images, which Ernst often expressed in his pre-sur-
realism period. André Breton used electric images as a metaphor of
surrealistic moments and automatism in his texts; Manifeste du surréa-
liste and L’Amour fou. In 1934, Breton then visualized automatism as

“an electric discharge image in “La beauté sera convulsive”. Ernst also
depicted lightning in his work entitled Lecon d’écriture automatique (S/
M 564) (ca.1923). The flash image had already appeared in 1921 in
Breton’s text, which had been written for Ernst’s first exhibition in
Paris. Ernst probably realized that his works possessed a characteristic -
which could produce an electric flash. As an esteemed Dadaist artist in
Parié, Ernst must have had a mission to visualize the ideas of his circle.

Under such conditions, Paysage was produced. It was natural for
Ernst to have L’Magnétisme et [’électricité as the motive for his works.
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The electric image must have interested Ernst at the time. This can be
shown by the fact that another work of 1923 also had a visual source
in that book. Paysage depicts the discharged symbol of new image
appearing in the inner world of humanity as pursued by Dadaists in
Paris. Paysage is believed to have been accepted by Dadaists in Paris,
since Louis Aragon referred to Paysage in his essay as a new landscape,

never seen before.
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