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SUMMARY

A Study of the Fifth Essay of Proclus’ Commentary on Plato’s
Republic

Hiroshi Kato

Proclus Diadochus (successor) who esteems to be the last
philosopher in ancient Greece is not very widely known as having
brought the poetics in antiquity to completion. Generally speaking, the
most distinctive feature of the Neoplatonist poetics is reckoned as a
kind of allegorical interpretation of Homer’s epics. When Christianity
was increasingly extending its influence and the pagan Greeks were
inversely on the verge of loss of self-identity in their own traditional
religion, Proclus undertook intrepidly to consolidate the foundation of
the Greek religion metaphysico-theologically by means of interpreting
allegorically the Homeric myths and demonstrating the substantial and
essential coincidence of Homer’s epics with Plato’s philosophy as far as
he could understand it. It is in this Commentary on Plato’s Republic that
he reveals such a seemingly paradoxical theodicy. In the fifth essay, he
makes a brief statement of his opinions about pozésis, while giving many
exegetical elucidations about Plato’s text as such. This essay consists
of ten problems and answers to them. Instead of giving a word-to-word
commentary and unfolding fully his own original poetics, he investigates
the possibility and condition of pozésis on the basis of metaphysics,
theology, theurgy, politics, pedagogics, psychology, musicology, rhetoric
and poetics. Therefore, we must be satisfied merely with confirming that
it foreshadows a glimpse of the theories developed in the sixth essay,
in which we will encounter one of the most circumstancial and subtle
explications of Homeric allegorization and find that Homer and Plato
as it were miraculously accord with each other in the whole system of
Proclean philosophy.
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