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A STUDY ON F. FROBEL’S THOUGHT OF
THE MEANING OF CHILDREN FOR MEN

Satoji YANO

In writing his works, Frobel seems to have had in mind two functions to be
performed by them. The first is to tell the readers what is the right way of
educating their children. The second is to make them realize “the mission of men”,
which is nothing but to live with children. So far, however, Fribel’s educational
thought has been understood only in respect to the above first function and regarded
merely as the theory of teaching, developing and educating children. This point of
view alone seems unable to give full explanation of Frobel’s famous words, “Kommt,
laBt uns unseren Kindern leben!” (Come, let us live with children!). By arguing
that the second function is also essential, I shonld like to clarify the meaning of the
above quoted Frobel’s words.

In this case “the meaning of children for men” should also be brought into
question. We can distinguish and categorize three aspects in Frobel's theory of
children.

(1) According to Frobel, children are by no means originally sinful. On the
contrary, they are innocent and sound. They are the expression of the divine law.
So men can find their lives distorted and injured by contrasting their own lives with
those pure lives of children. Thus men can refine and inspire their lives by living
with children.

(2) Children are the successors of the continual development of mankind. In
other words, they are the agent in the realization of the divine law. This realization
cannot be fulfilled in one generation. It must be continued endlessly by successive
generations. So from the view point of this “mission of men”, men should be with
children and be engaged in educating them.

(3) To have children means “the unifying of life” between man and woman. To
educate children promotes in men the awareness and realization of the divine law.
Children being the expression of the eternal, or the divine, we can look out the
paradice through children.

In short, the striving for “the unifying of life” in men (“the mission of men”)
means to live with (to or for) children. If we thus interpret the meaning of children
for men, we seem to be able to understand that Frobel’s expression “Come!” comes

from “the mission of men”, i. e. the calling of God.
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Frobel tried to replace the natural process of bringing up children with the ethical
process of men. He discovered men who realize themselves through children. He
had aimed at “the renewing of life” (the renewing of individual man and society).
He hoped that this plan would be realized through two processes. One is the process
of educating children, and the other is that of making men aware of “the mission
of men”. His Kindergarten movement derives from this plan. This essay will also
enable the better interpretation of this movement.



