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Law and Economics Analysis of
Digital Certification Policy:
How Government and Market Act in Support of

Digital Infrastructures*

R

Hitoshi OKADA**

Abstract

The Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications (MPT), the Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (MITI), and the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) passed the bill of Digital Authentica-
tion and Digital Signature, in order to promote digital authentication business and to make a
legal framework for digital signatures in Japan. On the other hand, the MOJ passed the bill of
Digital Public Certificates, using the system of Commercial Registration. This paper analyzes
these two laws, and discusses how the government should work in support of market mecha-

nisms in order to promote digital infrastructure in cyber space.
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