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SUMMARY :

Sole-Existential Use and Empirical Use
- Phxlosophy of Wlttgenstem Cntlclzes Plulosophy of Wlttgenstem -
, . Ken SHIGETA

Accordmg to one mterpretatwn of Wittgenstein (W.) which I endorse,
following two theses can be derived from his consideration of rulefollowing
(CRF) and argument of private language in Philosophical Investigations.

‘RS: Meaning comes into existence if and only if a sublec uses any

sign and understands its meaning.

PL:If any meaning comes into existence, the meaning has to be

understandable by everyone, not just by oneself. : »

These two theses determine the schema of W.'s late phﬂosophy and
I call this schema “the plane of ianguage-game .

In this thesis I criticize and attempt to overcome this schema. For

that purpose, first I show that from CRF the thesis RS does not follow but ‘

the next one does.: . :
: RI: Meaning comes into enstence i and only 1f this I use any sign
and understand its meaning, -

. Then I demonstrate that it is not posmble to prove elther aﬂirmatxon
or negation of RL The impossibility of proving RI ls due to the fact that

- my_use of any sign which, enables meaning to come into existence cannot
be described by any sign. On the other hand, the 1mposs1b1hty of proving
the negation.of Rl comes from the fact that the existence of my use
cannot be denied. And this my use, I will call soleexxstentlal use’.

To think that sole-existential use is describable by private language

amounts to the solipsism of T'ractatus logico -philosophicus. And to deny the e

existence of sole-‘exxstenggl use leads to the plane of language-game which '
. can be found in'the’ phxlosophy ‘of W. in the period after- Philosophical
Investigations. And if my argument issound, both of. those views are false. -
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