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EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF BURAKU
YOUTH AND ITS CULTURAL BACKGROUND

—Ethnography of a Rural Buraku Community
andjLife Style of Youth—

Hiroshi IKEDA

On the whole, the educational attainment of Buraku# people has been rapidly
‘improving in recent years. But to reduce regional differences and to raise academic
achievement levels still remain some of the important tasks of “Dowa Kyoiku”
(Education for Buraku Liberation).

This is a study of one fishing village (Buraku) in the Shikoku Area, where the
educational attainment level is far below the national average. At the beginning of
this paper, the social structure of this community is described. And the academic
achievement levels of elementary school children and the high-school enrolment rate
in this community are presented. Although the living standard of this community
has approximated to the level of the other neighboring communities, the educational
attainment continues to remain far bellow. Accordingly, in addition to economic
factors, we must point out some cultural and psychological factors which have
presumably caused this poor achievement of Buraku children. These factors are as
follows: (1) feeling of being poor relative to other people; (2) distrust of the benefits
of an academic career and of knowledge given at school; (3) feeling of ill-fittedness
to school life.

Because of this low achievement and inappropriate behavior, Buraku children
become alienated in school. But, contrary to our expectation, junior-high school
graduates look back on their school days not as boring and wrethced, but as exiting
and joyful. They sometimes demonstrated deviant behavior such as rebellion against
their teachers, fighting, vandalism and group truancy, which caused disorder in the
school organization. Through such resistance against school authority, they were
able to feel as if the school had come under their control.

However, they are regarded as deviants in the perspective of school norms.
Teachers define them as opponents to school authority, and children themselves are
obliged to accept this definition in the end.

Comparatively they are more autonomous and enjoy their own life style in the
community rather than in school. They create a unique cultural style to which they

appropriate various sorts of materials of youth culture and impute them the meaning
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of their own. The function of their cultural style is to intensify their group solida-
rity and to proclaim the existence of their group to other people. To understand the
meaning of their life style, we must consider the severe ﬁrejudice and discrimination
against the Buraku-people. As M. Rosenberg pointed out, children of higher status
antecede lower ones by the perception of a stratification system in society. The
former, therefore, is more advantageous in controlling the circle of their friends
than the latter. In the situation where prejudice prevails, dominant people incline to
keep aloof from subordinate ones, and contact only with their own group. Excluded
from dominant groups, Buraku youth cannot help flocking together among themselves.
This intensifies all the more their particular cultural style.

In order to change this situation and liberate themselves, Buraku youth should be
made more aware of their subordinate social position in society. If they can’t under-

stand the social structure of discrimination, their resistance will not prove successful.



