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The Contextualized Principles of Medical Ethics for Asians

Michael Cheng-tek Tai

4
Ahimsa Compassion
Dharma
2
1979
2 4
4

1997

Respect

Righteousness



30

7

6

fidelity

confidentiality
4

veracity
7

Primum non nocere

1998



12 13

11

Jen

Shu

Chung

10



14



17

15

16

letting-hundred-flowers-blossom

18



sympathy empathy

empathification

commiseration



21



22

23

Bhagavadgita



27

24

26

25



21

1 cf. Beauchamp,TC & Childress JF: Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 4th ed New York,
Oxford University Press, 1994: 100-105.
2 Becker C: Problems of Principlism in WASP Bioethics in Bioethics in Asia, edited by
Fujiki, N and Macer, DRJ, Eubio Ethics Institute, Tzukuba,Japan,1998:77
3 Dr.Becker’s speech, given at the 4th World Congress of Bioethics, Tokyo, Japan,
1998. also see: Becker C: Social Ethics in East Asia. Drug Information Journal,
1997:311089-96.
also see: Proceedings of Global Bioethics from Asian Perspectives,2nd Asian
Bioethics Seminar, Nihon University, Tokyo, Japan, 1999:42
4 Sakamoto, H: Global Bioethics as An Inter-cultural Tuning Technology, in
Proceedings of Global Bioethics from Asian Perspectives, 2nd Asian Bioethics
Seminar, Nihon University, Tokyo, Japan, 1999:5
5 lbid.
6 Gillon, R: Medical Ethics: Four Principles Plus Attention to Scope, in British
Medical Journal,1994:305:184-8
7 Raymond, S. Edge and John Randall Groves, The Ethics of Health Care, Delmar
Publishers Inc. Big Rapid, Michigan.1994 p.32
8 Fung, YL: A Short History of Chinese Philosophy. The Free Press, New York,
1966:43
9 Mencius 2A:6 (translated by James Legge)
10 Ibid.
11 op.cit, Fung, YL: 42
also see Tai, M: Principles of Medical Ethics and Confucius’ Philosophy of
Relationship, in Religious Studies and Theology, University of Saskatchewan,
Canada, Vol 16, No. 2. Dec, 1997: 60

10



12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

cf. ibid., Tai: 61

op.cit., Fung,YL: 42

cf. op.cit., Tai: 61

cf. ibid., Tai:58

op.cit., Sakamoto: 8

op.cit ed. Fujiki, N and Macer, D, 1998:77

Nihongi, trans Aston WG, Charles E.Tuttle Co, Rutland,Vermont 1972:15-25

cf. op.cit., Tai: 60

Mencius 2A;6

Mencius 1A:7

Analects 4:16

cf. Tai, M: Biomedical Ethics, Medical Education and the Making of a Socially
Responsible Health Professional, in Proceedings of the Medical Education
Conference, Taiwan University Medical College, Taipei, Taiwan. 1993:166

The Bhagavadgita, Bolle, Kees trans. Berkeley, University of California Press
1979: 2:5-22

Analects 12;11

op.cit., Tai: 58

Mencius 3A:4

2 1999 11

11



