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Can Space Collaboration System (SCS) be utilized in
Higher Education and
for Educational Research and Development?

Kazuhito HOSOKAWA, Akiko NISHIMORI,
Takanori MAESAKO and Mitsuhiro INOUE

<abstract>

SCS (Space Collaboration System) is an inter—university educational network using satellite
communications. It was introduced into 37 higher education institutions in October 1996, since
then we have been using this system continuously. The number of institutions which use this
system are increasing, we must find a way of overcoming some difficulties in order to use SCS
for a long time.

Yamaguchi, Maesako and Inoue (1997) designed and proposed teaching— learning system in
the case of our faculty called “Human Sciences Communication Center”. We should argue about
roles of SCS in this proposition.

The purpose of this study is to classify problems to use SCS in higher education and for
educational research and development in the case of our faculty.

The procedures are as follows ;

1) classifying definitions of distance education,
2 ) analyzing pilot studies of distance education via satellite in the world,
3) summarizing and analyzing how we utilize SCS in our faculty.

The issues of using SCS system are as-follows ;

1) to prepare for various learning resources, especially we need visual resources such as
TV programs or recorded classroom activities. Moreover the relationship with other
educational institute should be constructed and maintained.

2 ) to place lectures and seminars using satellite communications in the curriculum in order
to permit to give credits.

3) to improve and develop of teacher education program in higher education, particularly
for inservice teachers for the purpose of getting master degree, we expect SCS to

contribute to their teaching and learning.



