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SUMMARY

“Houka-Kanshin” in the Early 10th Century Japan
— Taking a Cue from Neglect of Public Duty —
‘ Kiyo 001

_ In this article I think about “Houka-Kanshin” (£ EIH) in the early

~ 10th Century when criminal justice system changed in Japan. In Nara and
Heian period, “Dajyou-kan” (XKE{E), the Department of State, consulted
“Houka” (#%2), a legal profession in ancient Japan, on some affairs of state.
“Houka” submitted written answers based on the law to dajyo-kan; which is
called “Houka-Kanshin” (FEZEhHR).

Before 10th Century, “Houka” weighed the gravity of a crime in case.
that the crime was serious (including death punishment) at the dictation of
“Ben-kan” (FE), department of “Dajyou-kan”.

But after 10th century new criminal justice system was established
and “Houka” decided the appropriate punishment more frequently because
“Dajyou-kan” hold criminal trials more frequently. “Kugyou” (/AJ), noble
people in “Dajyou-kan”,directly told “Houka” to weigh relatively a light crime,
for example, neglect of public duty. ,

Behind this, the nation’s administrative system changed in that time.
“Kugyou became performer of public duties and ceremonies on behalf of the
department that prev1ously took charge of the duties. So “Kugyou” judged the
person who faulted on official business with helped by “Hotka”. '
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