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SUMMARY
Quietism and Civic Identity in the Speeches of Lysias

Asako KURIHARA

TheAphrase ‘quiet Athenian’ belongé to L. B. Carter. When he

, mentioned ‘quiet Athenian’, he had the following three groups in

his mind: aristocrats gfown tired of the political participation under
Athenian democracy; ‘rich quietisté' according to the terminology by S.C.
Humphreys; and farmers without the spare time for political activities. The
Greek word apragmon denotes such people, and apragmosyne is generally
understood as a lifestyle of withdrawal from public and/or political affairs.
This paper will focus on apragmosyne toward litigation prevailing
among the cmzens, whom ‘the Athenian legal system expected to initiate
public suits as volunteer prosecutors. The expression of apragmon in the
lawcourt has been taken as depicting- the withdrawal of wealthy citizens
from political life. Quietism is often reflected in dislike for public suits or
unwillingness to be involved with litigations. However, the term apragmon
changes its meaning depending on what is contrasted to. In the lawcourt
speeches, speakers could persist in the image of quiet citizens, while
speaking in public as non-professional but useful men, partaking in trials
as members of the boule. Then, it will be shown that the ideology of civic
participation in the Periclean Funeral Oration could be understood in

“harmony with lawcourt speeches despite apragmosyne prevailing over the

lawcourt speeches.
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apragmon






