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Existence proof of substance and the impossible
Akinori Nakano

In Ethics Part 1 proposition 7 that it pertains to the nature of a substance to exist,
Spinoza says that a substance cannot be produced by anything else; therefore it will be the
cause of itself. But it is possible that a substance doesn’t exist. In proposition 11, Spinoza
thinks about the four cases with cause of existence of thing: 1. the cause where X is made to
exist is in X (that is, cause of itself) ; 2. the cause where X is made to exist is outside of X;
3. the cause where X is not made to exist is in X; 4. the cause where X is not made to exist
is outside of X. The possibility of 2 and 4 is deleted, because substance cannot be the cause
of the other. Therefore, the examination of 3 is required. According to Spinoza, there are
only two modes: necessity and impossibility. 3 is classified in impossibility. For example,
the one involving a contradiction like ‘square circle” applies to it. But it is not thought that
substance is the impossible. Because the definition of substance is a nominal definition, and the
condition of the nominal definition only has to be ‘one that can be understood enough’.
Therefore, substance is not applicable to the impossible. The possibility of 2, 3 and 4
disappears, and only 1 remains. That is to say, a substance cannot be produced by anything
else is the cause of itself.

[¥—7-F]
BCRERA. X, 18, TrlaE. £
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