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The Change of Society and Religious Consciousness:
During and after the Era of Rapid Industrial Development

Akira KAWABATA

There are many articles about the current religious boom, but most of their authors have
overlooked some vital points.

First, it is necessary to make the distinction between the increasing rate of believers and
that of the young people who are interested in religious things and become involved in new
religious organizations or movements. The greater part of believers are the older people
involved who have an underlying religious belief which is comprised of “on” (indebted feel-
ing), animism and this-worldly-mindedness. In Japan, it has been suggested that the aging
process influences people to be more religious, but in fact, the older people are actually un-
consciously involved with this belief with anincrease of age. In contrasted to the older people,
the younger people are not influenced by this belief. Therefore, their interest in religious
things must result from other reasons.

The second problem is the relation between the current religious boom and traditionalism.
Certainly a correlation can be seen among the older people between religion and traditiona-
lism, but since the 1970’s traditionalism as opposed to modernism as a way of thought is
not to be found among the young people. So the religious consciousness of the young people
can not be understood within the concept of traditionalism.

The third viewpoint we need to be concerned with is the change in social stratification.
Religion is shaped by the stratification system of society but many researchers of religion
in Japan have not considerd this, even as a giVen fact. Post-war Japan has made rapid pro-
gress in the economy and this development has caused large changes in the social structure.
The allocations of rewards in society was more equal from 1955 to 1975. In that period people
were materialistically richer and satisfied, deprived people were fewer and religion had lost
strength. However, from about 1975 the inequality within social stratification has increased
gradually. As a result, the young people, who are generally of a lower status, feel relatively
deprived in comparison to those persons who have gained higher status through the power
of his parents or,”and their property. These deprived young people thus stop comparing
themselves with other persons in this world and instead tend to try to see themselves in rela-
tion to the strata of another world making them rather that-worldly-minded. Under these

conditions they become interested in the religious and religious activities.



