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Friendship-related Issues of Newcomer Students:
Focusing on Experiences in Japanese Elementary
and Junior High Schools

HIGA Yasunori

In this paper, I examined various issues concerning newcomer high school students’
friendship with others in Japanese elementary and junior high schools. Recent studies indicated
that the boundary between Japanese and foreigners can operate on suppression or resource for
newcomer students. Thus, I focus on newcomer student’s experiences centering on the
boundary between Japanese and foreigners in Japanese elementary and junior high schools. I
address this by means of network maps and interviews. High school students who sat for a
special entrance examination in Osaka prefecture are considered as examples.

In conclusion, newcomer students are friendlier with foreigners than Japanese. Further, the
experiences of expulsion relate to fewer friendships, irrespective of the friendships being with
Japanese or foreigners. Expulsion due to lack of Japanese skills may form a posture to take the
distance from the friendship. This calls for intervention in the relations of newcomer children
with others by a class unit.





