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- SUMMARY

Meiji Restoration and the Formation of Oligarchic Rule
- Takaaki IKAI

In his previous works the author criticized the common opinion
that the oligarchic rule (BRI &) formed during the dispute about
the Korea question - (fE¥&#4*) in 1873 when Saigo Takamori, Itagaki
Taisuke and other opponents inside the government were abandoned,
and when the newly created department of home affairs under Okubo
Toshimichi started excercising autocratic style of power. The author
emphasized that the oligarchic rule formed earlier in August 10th,
1869 when the secret agreement was made among Sanshyoku (=3
chancellor Daijin, deputies N a§on and.councelors Sangi).

However, in this paper the author tries to reconsider above stated
opinion and demonstrate that the oligarchic rule formed a year earlier
in April 21st, 1868 when Seitaishyo (Bf&E) known also as June Consti-
tution was proclaimed. The author will probf that the oligarchs who
originally derived from the anti-Bakufu coalition, surpassing the
interests of their domains, founded the base of the Restoration’s politi-
cal power and were backed by supporters of Kougiseitai (ZRREXIR)
in order to avoid the misuse of the political power caused by ineffi-
cient work of court nobles and the influence from the former domains,
and that the oligarchs were formed as a2 group which was directly
related to Emperor and dealt with State’s domestic and foreign policy
issues.
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