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Changes in the Legislative Process
Caused by Political Power Transition

Katsuhiro MUSASHI*

Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing changes in the legislative process caused by political
power shifts by comparing the legislative process of the Liberal Democratic Party coalition
government from the Koizumi administration on with that of the Democratic Party coali-
tion government. This analysis finds that the Koizumi administration eliminated the resist-
ance of influential Diet members, bureaucrats, and interest groups, resulting in structural
reform. However, the reform initiatives led to an expansion of economic inequalities caused
by excessive competition. As a result, the Democratic Party came to political power in the
general election of 2009. The Hatoyama administration made the government and a ruling
party unify and aimed at conversion to a minister-led policymaking system. Additionally,
the new government will adopt policies emphasizing the importance of supporting public

livelihood rather than structural reform initiatives.
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