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Discovery expressed by “-ta”

Yufen XU

The usage of “~fa” form in the expressions of discovery depends either on the
tense of the sentence or on construal. Interdependence of the tense of the sentence
and the usage of “-f¢” form in the expressions of discovery is as follows: “-fa” is
used when the speaker is talking about a circumstance and has some previously
acquired knowledge or experience concerning that circumstance. The intercon-
nection of the construal and the “-ta” form in the expressions of discovery is as
follows: “~ta” is used when the speaker realizes that his hypothesis or expectation
concerning some circumstance is correct. The sense of discovery appears when
the speaker realizes that his hypothesis or expectation is correct and through this
understanding he updates his default knowledge or experience concerning the
circumstance. In this case, the precondition for using “-ta” is that the speaker must
have a following anticipation: “probably something is somewhere”.






