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'SUMMARY

Reconsideration of Jeans Dispute at Osaka University 1977 2007
Reductlon and Concealment from Discussion of Woman and Fashion
: Yuko KOYAMA

In May 1977 a part-time. teacher at Osaka Umvers1ty prohibited a

- female student from attending a Literature Department class because

she was wearing jeahs. The lecturer insisted-that it was inappropriate
for women to wear jeans in a university setting. Despite intense protests,
he refused to change his stance and the dispute became the subject of
- several magazine and newspaper artlcles Though many opinions were
aired during the controversy, most people tended to discuss the problem
as one of EDUCATION, CULTURE, and TRADITION, while avoiding
-the 1ssue of clothing. Although commentators saw the specific article of
clothmg as unworthy of discussion, an examination of the j jeans themselves
is warranted. : :
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