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Yoshio Takahashi and the Theatre Reformation
Movement

Masahiro GONOIJI

Yoshio Takahashi is currently known as a famous practitioner of chado (tea
ceremony). However, in his youth he published a collection of four translated
contemporary English plays in a book entitled Rien no Akebono (The Dawn of
Stageland). This translation is quite unique in that it is one of the earliest attempts
at translation of western theater pieces in the Meiji period, though it has been
largely overlooked up to now. In this article, I point out the peculiarities of that
work and identify the original English plays that Takahashi chose for translation.

Next, I describe the role Takahashi played in the engeki-kairyo-undo (theater
reformation movement), which was brought to a climax in 1886. First, he made
public his original opinions about the reformation in the newspaper, Jiji-shimpo,
for which he was writing editorials at the time. Second, he joined the Shibai-
kairyo-kai (Theater Reformation Association) and contributed by exchanging
opinions with Kencho Suematsu, the central figure of the association, and by
having persons involved in Kabuki participate. Third, he published Rien no
Akebono to present a sample of new theater plays entirely different from Kabuki.

Lastly, I summarize information gathered about Takahashi’s later activities
concerning theater performance. After publishing Rien no Akebono, he quit the
newspaper company and went to the U.S. and U.K. to gain experience in the busi-
ness world. After returning from the U.K., he worked for several big companies,
eventually becoming their director. In 1906 he and his acquaintances made a plan
to establish a new large western-style theater in Tokyo. That theater, Teikoku-
gekijo (Imperial Theater), was completed and opened in 1911. It was the realiza-
tion of a dream of the Shibai-kairyo-kai, which had regarded the establishment of
anew theater as the most important goal for the reformation yet had not been suc-
cessful in achieving it at that time.





