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(Research Notes)
A Study of the Theory of Syakaikyoiku about 1965

from an Examination of “Hirakata-theses”

Chikato ENDO

This paper intends to explore features of the theory of Syakai-kyoiku(aduit education and
out-of-school education for youth) about 1965 which can be considered as a background of UMESAO
Tadao's Bunka-gyosei-ron(a theory of cultural administration). “Hirakata-theses” , presented in 1963
by the Board of Education in Hirakata city,Osaka,have been considered as one of the most famous and
important discourses by scholars and practitioners in the field of Syakai-kyoiku .

From the examination of “Hirakata-theses” , it appears that there are two types of ‘demo-
cratic Syakai-kyoiku’ .One is Syakai-kyoiku that assures of principles of democracy and the other is
to establish a democratic society.

But these two concepts are contradictory to each other because the latter tends to limit the
contents of learning within the field of Syakai-kyoiku by giving a priority to matters related to politics
and conflicts over people's right to decide whether to learn or not, what they learn for, and what they
learn about.As a result,principles of democracy are not truly respected by ignoring the needs of people
to seek amusement and enjoyment.

Although this paper presents just a hypothesis at the moment because of the limited amount
of materials being examined ,we may argue that UMESAO was worried about the situation that under-
valued the significance of amusement and enjoyment in Syakai-kyoiku. The author will continue to

study in order to explore this issue.



