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Semantics for Attitude Ascription

Yasuo NAKAYAMA

What does it mean to ascribe propositional attitudes to others or to know one’'s own
propositional attitudes? And what does it mean that such attitude ascriptions are correct?
The aims of this paper are to answer the questions proposed and, in addition, to analyze
how beliefs, desires, intentions, and actions interact with each other.

After some introductory remarks, | define the truth condition of an attitude ascription,
where a holistic principle is presupposed. The holistic principle says, two communication
partners,X and Y, understand their language in the same way. Under presupposition of
this holistic principle betweenX and Y, the central idea of this definition can be
explained as follows :

X’s attitude ascription Y believe$] desires, intendsthat p” is true att if and only if

Y believes$] desires, intends at t that p.

More precisely :

X's attitude ascription Y believed] desires, intends{] pl ag,...a,[17 is true att if

and only if there is a functiorf such thatpl fla,0..., f1a,[d Bél Y, tODdSY, t(

I Y, tI] where ag,...a, are Skolem-symbols ot or X, and f is a function that

satisfies the following three conditiofsil¥] 111 X, i YOI I, Oiii (the value of

f1a.0s a Skolem-symbol, whem# I and a # Y.

This semantics is applied to the analysis of the following conversation :

X :“Could you bring me a red book on that table?”

Y :“Is it a book with the title Environmental Ethics?”

X :“No, the title of the book must béntroduction to Semantics.”

Y :“l see a book with that title, but it is yellow.”

X :“Aha! Then, it's that yellow one.”

Y brings the yellow book toX.

| describe the mental states of these people during this conversation within a
communication theory developed in this paper and Nakaydmallc[l Finally, this
attitude semantics is applied to description of reference to unreal objects that are wrongly
presupposed to exist.

Summing up: this paper proposes a theory for semantic—pragmatic description of
interacting mental states of communicating people.



