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In the international context of growing regional integration, since the 1990’s, Japan has been confronted to a
choice in matter of Asian regionalism. Pacific regionalism, supp;)rted by Japanese government, is based on
Western ideology and free-trade oriented ; whereas East Asian regionalism, supported by Japanese nationalists,
is based on asianism, ideology including Asian solidarity and anti-Western feelings.

The goal of this thesis is to examine the different choices offered to Japan, and to have a perspective on the
most profitable strategy, using the geopolitical analysis method (representations) in the international relations
studies. Especially, it will study the possibility of inflicting the diplomacy line in favor of an East Asian

regionalism.

Chapter 1, through the background study of the representations since 1945, examines the question of
Japanese identity as an Asian nation, and as a regional power. The nationalists use asianism only to achieve
their goal of achieving a global hegemony over the region ; whereas the partisans of Pacific regionalism rather
see Japan as a “civilian power”, in a new type of leadership relying on soft power. In chapter 2, the analysis of
Japanese strategy from Meiji to 1945, and of pan-asianism, explains the building of the representation in the
permanent choice between Western and Asian alliance. Negative representation of the region pushed Japan to
choose the former or to colonize the later when rejected by the West, then to favor again the Western alliance
after WWIL. In chapter 3, the comparison with the ideology sustaining the colonization, pan-asianism, shows
that the 90's asianism is merely a reminiscence of it, and the representation unchanged in the mind of Japanese
nationalists. Chapter 4 is a perspective on Japanese strategy and the possibility of a change.

Asianism as exploited by the Japanese nationalists can’t be a basis for a viable East Asian regionalism, since
Japan has also common values with the West. Nevertheless, neither of the regionalism alternatives responds to

Japan’s best interest, since they exclude each other. The most profitable Japanese strategy would be to wait
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until it can integrate them, instead of being pushed to a choice, like during the pre-WWI period. Yet, to achieve

this, Japan needs to have more positive representations of East Asia.
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Rim i, HBOEOBENO HROT PTICRT AHIBMEROBMAERT I H 0T, K EFHIBERLERT VT
ISR L VO BIREERTI LoD, LA LELT—T 3y (RS OFBLVSMAIE?D BAIZ & > Thil 7Bk
BEBLETD,

B, 1945 FUBROABARLET T OGE, BT UTHECBST2HERORSE, H7UTHELOHAD
AR EREE. BROT A F LT 47 4 OREORE NS, TOTO—EE LT, $-HRAELE LTOBEAD
MExZEET 5,

F2RIT, BARHMLDND 1945 FE TOBAROHME A M5, ARAIRBEL 7 OT7THEE L OBRICH>E, T
WCEENTINT U7 EROBF G0, AARITHIRO T ENRE L S BERIFEE &R 55, ARICESTENTT
TT OEEHLICHESR, X 512 1945 FELIRITEOERRBICMHEA T DRI 25T 5,

EIEIL, 1990 FRICHND T aF VR MIIDZTOTEBEERFTL, ZhdH LsFAaeX—Tik <,
RIEOWNT U7 EREBEEELLDOTHS LT 5,

HAEL, BAOBKORE L BLORREHEICOWT, /T U7 IR & K FPEIBREROENENOREEE
EESHLODOIRAL « RRT 4 v hEBRINT D, BADOTAF U T AT A LEBIEE LT, REOEERYL
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