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The Use of Multimedia in International Exchange Learning and
Its Issues: A Questionnaire for Japanese High School Students

OKUBAYASHI Taiichiro, NAKAZAWA Akiko, ZAORSKI Spence

In this paper, the use of multimedia in international exchange learning and its issues were
discussed, based on findings from a questionnaire. In the questionnaire, the following two topics
were asked participants who have experiences to communicate with students in abroad as
exchange learning: (a) the use of multimedia (e.g. a cell phone camera and digital camera) in
daily life; (b) the use of a still image and video image in international exchange learning. As a
result, the students used the cell phone camera and digital camera without any difficulties in
daily life. They displayed a tendency to use the cell phone camera functions more than the
digital camera, and they were likely to send the picture, which they took using the cell phone
camera, to their friend(s). With regard to international exchange learning, (1) when repeatedly
checking contents, the students were more likely to watch the movie than read the text. (2)
they tended to attach pictures from the Internet in a message; and (3) they understood that the
use of a still image and/or video (a link) could be helpful in international exchange learning.
However, the students were more likely to use still images rather than videos when
communicating with partner students. To sum, the following items are necessary in international
exchange learning : a device, such as a digital camera, that is simple for students to use, and a
system that makes it easy to search for relevant still images and/or videos over the Internet.





