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Turning Point of Japanese Politics
—Nakasone Yasuhiro in 1970s
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Abstract

The economic boom had ended in the 1970s, and many new problems are faced a Japan
who had since the Meiji era pursued its contemporary and modern objectives by following
the developed nations of the West. The appearance of various contradictions caused by the
rapid economic growth and the impact of the oil crisis made it necessary for Japanese so-
ciety to rectify its previous economic development models. It's well-known that, great
changes took place in the 1980s regarding the economic boom and the political decision to
place priority on the achievement of economic profits that had been pursued in the 1960s
and 1970s. Nakasone Yasuhiro took office as premier in 1982 and became the champion of
political reform for the era. In order to attain his objectives on political reform, the cabinet
of Nakasone Yasuhiro used the unique approach of calling for the “settlement of postwar
accounts”. This paper focus on the political doctrine of “ending econocentrism” proposed by
Nakasone Yasuhiro in 1970s, which is seen as a sign that Nakasone was already exploring

his later “settlement of postwar accounts” approach.
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