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South Asia, home to some of the earliest human civilizations, has been considered one of the poorest and most
conflict-prone regions in the world. The deep-rooted rivalry between two nuclear powers India and Pakistan
over Kashmir has been a grave concern for regional and international peace and security as it has provoked
cross-border terrorism and nuclear proliferation, two key global issues. Nevertheless, both India and Pakistan,
and other regional actors have failed to bring any peaceful solution to this deadly conflict. The causes behind
this failure have been deep-rooted historic distrust, a notion of breaching of agreements, the absence of Kashmiri
participation in the peace process, and violations of human rights and terrorism in Kashmir.

Scholars on conflict management emphasize the importance of the role of third party mediation in managing
conflict when two adversaries fail to resolve the conflict by themselves. There are in-depth analyses on criteria
and motives of a mediator, and debates on the ideal mediator to manage a conflict successfully in the existing
literature. This study suggests that a major power which has impartiality, leverage, and incentives in
managing a conflict can be the best candidate to mediate a conflict. Furthermore, one of the central arguments
of this study is that a major power should coordinate its role in Track I (official) and Track II (unofficial)
diplomatic channels for the rﬁediation of a conflict.

In this study, the author argues that the Kashmir dispute needs to be mediated by an impartial third party
major power, which has leverage on both India and Pakistan. For this reason, this study attempts to research
the role of non-regional actors, especially four major poWers - namely the U.S., Russia, China, and Japan - in
South Asian conflict management. Based oh this comparison, the study observes that compared to other major
powers, Japan is in a strong position to mediate the Kashmir conflict. But questions remain : Does J apan have
the diplomatic capability or political will to mediéte the conflict ? Will India and Pakistan accept such

mediation ? This study underlines Japan's independent role and the Japan-U.S. complementary role in
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managing the conflict. Coordination of Japanese Track I and Track IT diplomatic channels is also vital to play
such an important role. Finally, this dissertation proposes that Japan can énd should promote its diplomatic
capability and play a more active role in South Asian peace and security. Even though mediation is opposed by
the disputants, Japan should support to promote the current peace process, use more ODA to peace related
issues, and help build infrastructure and the education sector in the two parts of Kashmir. Kashmir has been a
tragic state for a long time, and humanity is crying there. Therefore, these peoples deserve justice and it should

be based on human needs.
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