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An Examination of the Law Applicability
to the Group Boycott

JINFR e
Megumi KOBAYASHI**
Abstract

The group boycott has used to be regulated as “unfair business practice” in Japan. Its
violators would be imposed no more than “cease and desist order”, even though they might
be considerably unfair of rendering the targeted firms from their market contestability. This
paper aims to show that the group boycott could be deemed as “unreasonable restraint of tr-
ade” which Article 3 prohibits, therefore its violators should be imposed “criminal penalty
and administrative fines” in order not to prevent the second offenders but also to exclude the
illegality of closed trades from Japanese economy. For such an aim, we try to reconstruct the
interpretations of the following two terms; “substantial restraint of competition” and “mutual-

ly restrict or conduct their business activities”.
F—T—F IMAEIRE, HERA Ty b, RUREGIGEIR, BFOREOHIR, HAMAR

Keywords : Antimonopoly Law, group boycott, unreasonable restraint of trade, substantial

restraint of competition, mutually restrict
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