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The dissertation statement is that Japan’s new international role has transformed Japan from “Security
Consumer to Security Provider.” This study explains how and why Japan is changed from a “Security
Consumer” state to a “Security Provider” state. It explains how Japan’s security, international security, and
global security is all linked up.

This study discusses the theoretical model of the world in which a society of states or system of states exist
where the main goals remain to preserve the system, protect the sovereignty of states, and maintain peace and
security. During the Cold War, Japan was militarily weak, but so were other previously great powers (France,
Germany, and England). These countries had their security provided through the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) in Europe and the Japan-US Bilateral Alliance in Asia. Their position in the society of
states was comfortable because of these security arrangements. The system, at least from Japan’s perspective,
was stable. However after the end of the Cold War, the whole political structure of the international system
changed and, so did the relative position of Japan in the system. The traditional and non-traditional threats :
nuclear North Korea, rise of China, and terrorism has weakened Japan’s security. Threats to Japan, the US,
and the world in the post-Cold War and post-9/11 era are global in nature, and yet difficult to detect by
conventional militaristic means. All these are threatening the preservation of the system of states and its units’
sovereignty.

Analysis of the Japanese international security role suggests a close relationship between specific security
threats, and its strengthening of roles and responsibilities in Japan-US security arrangements at regional and
global levels. The increasing alliance role in larger parts of the world shows that the international security
paradigm can be maintained by meaningful use of bilateral synergetic security arrangements. The growing

Japan-US synergy makes the world more secure, and ensures the national interests of both democracies. The
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bilateral alliance has become stronger to maintain both national security and international security against
common threats. The author of this study calls it synergetic because both countries are coordinating their
policies for protecting their mutual interests. Japan performs the security providing task jointly with the US to
achieve common goals and common values.

The study explains why Japan must take a proactive international security role and increase its relative power
in international system of states. Japan’s national security is deeply linked with international and global
security. The meaning of security is discussed from realist, idealist, and legalist point of views. This study
demonstrates that there is a close two-way relationship between the distribution of a state’s capabilities and its
conduct in the system. Alterations in the distribution of power among states in the system result in
corresponding changes to an individual state’s behavior. It shows important changes in the international
political system and how the three main security challenges--national, international, and global security are
intertwined. Japan’s concern for its security against various cores and peripheral security threats are
stimulated primarily due to the anarchical nature of the international political system. The changes in system
and changes in Japan are seen through the prism of classical Realism and Neo-realism.

The original contribution of this study is that it gives a new concept : Japan from “Security Consumer to
Security Provider.” The Cold War Japan was a security and peace consumer, but a post-Cold War Japan is a
security provider. This study discusses Japan’s new international role from the Realist lens and it theoretically
describes the link between the national security of Japan, the security of international system and the security of
people. This research is a contribution to the study of Japan’s security and its position in the world because it
analytically explores a realist model for Japan. The study has proved that the security policies of Japan on the
Global War on Terrorism reflect that Japan’s international diplomacy takes a rigorous and realistic
understanding of regional and international affairs. Japan’s increasing international role in world affairs

shows that states with successful practices can legitimize their role in the international system of states.
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