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SUMMARY

The Constitutive Community
On Okamoto Keitoku’s “The Idea of a Horizontal Axis”

Tomoyoshi DOI

In this paper, I consider the meaning of community in “The Idea of
a Horizontal Axis” by Okamoto Keitoku. Okamoto discovered the patentially
“communal physiology” by pondering the collective actions of the people of
Okinawa as they appeared in the “compulsory group suicide” and “the
Reversion movement”, two events that seem to oppose one another
could be captured by

’

diametrically. Althoagh “the communal physiology’
power, it could become a basis for the resistance of the people. Such
“communal physiology” improvised the formation of community. Community
which Okamoto explored was not a legal and definite body, but an open-
ended constitutive process. After Okinawa’s Reversion to Japan, he
proposed a problematic of “becoming Okinawan”. It was such “Okinawan”
that suggested the possibility of a constitutive community.
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