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New Stage of Decentralization in Swedish Welfare State

Miho OTA

Naw in Sweden each municipality has their own welfare-providing system.
Why did Sweden change her attitude ir} welfare providing in 1990s? In Sweden like other advanced
industrial countries there were great varieties of lifestyles and people wanted to decide which service
they took. And of course they faced financial difficulties at the beginning of 1990s. .
‘ But is it good enough to explain the changés in the Swedish welfare state? In this article I pay
attention to the decentralization in welfare providing and the new small cooperatives as a welfare
provider. And it shall be shown that Swedish welfére state had no alternative but to change into the
plural welfare-providing system by sketching that the services which policy-makers had decided had
been different from the needs of people. : :

Key Words .
swedish welfare state, decentralization, cooperative, welfare providing, unproportioned development
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