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SUMMARY

Semantic Changes of “(Hito ga) iru/aru’ in
Modern Japanese Novels

' Satoshi KINSUI

This paper examines the historical change in the expressions of

existence in modern Japanese, using the literary works included in the
CD-ROM ban shinchd-bunko no 100-satsu (100 works of the shincho-
bunko series on CD-ROM). Similar studies using other works include
Suzuki (1998). The following is a summary of the differences between
this paper and Suzuki (ibid.), and on the main points presented in this
paper. ‘

1. Suzuki (ibid.) counts the total number of constructions of forms
(hito-ga) aru and (hito-ga) iru. However, this study analyzes
those examples where the use of a7« and iru are in opposition.
In other words, the focus is on those examples which are either
Quantificational Existence sentences or Possessive sentences.
The Spatial Existence sentences that only involve the verb iru
have been eliminated from the data.

9. Results show that with every passing decade, usage of the verb
aru decreases in the Quantificational Existence and Possessive
sentences, and instead, the usage of the verb iru increases.

3. Based on the pattern of changes observed, the authors can be
classified into three generations. Those who show the most
increase in usage of #7u are the third generation authors born
in 1920 or later. This result coincides with that of Suzuki (ibid.)
that it is due to the increase of the expression (hito-ga) iru
after World War IL
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