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An Analy51s of the Manner in which the Human Rights Educatlon
for Adults was developed

MATSUNAMI Megumi

This article discusses the manner in which the “human rights enlightenment”(human rights
education for adults) was implemented and institutionalized in Japan. A process of the institu-
tionalization of entitlement was conducted in three periods as follows.

(I)In 1965, “Dowa Taisaku shingikai Toushin,” the committee report for anti-discrimination
measures formulated by the Japanese government, was implemented in response to the
Buraku people’s movement demanding their rights and dignity. The report (Toushin) explained
that the Buraku people were discriminated on two grounds— “discrimination of the actual situ-
ation” ‘and “psychological discrimination” —and specified the importance of education in order
to eliminate discrimination. After Toushin was conducted, entitlement activity (lecture on Dowa
issue) was increasingly emphasized.

(II) In 1984, “Chitaikyo Iken Gushin” (another committee report for anti-discrimination meas-
ures) stated clearly that the entitlement activity should be strengthened in order to eliminate
“psychological discrimination.” The enlightenment activity was conducted regularly afterwards,
though its effect had been questioned.

(I) After 1995, when the UN Decade for Human nghts Education commenced, the Japanese
government proposed the last report for anti-discrimination measures (Iken-Gushin), in which
the directionality that performs the generalization of the Dowa issue as the human rights issue
was emphasized. In addition, Iken-Gushin stated that the issue of the various minority groups
other than the Dowa issue should be learned in the entitlement activity. In 2000, the “human
rights education and entitlement promotion law” was enforced. In this period, the number of
minority issues that can be dealt by the human ifights education and entitlement increased and
the participatory learning and workshop gained popularity.

Lastly, the effect of the institutionalization of the entitlement activity was discussed and the
meaning of “discrimination of the actual situation” was proposed to be reconsidered.



