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SUMMARY

A Study of Three Documents on Sheep and Goat Tax among the
Dunhuang Manuscripts
Akihiro SAKAJIRI

Among the Dunhuang Manuscripts, there are three documents on
sheep and goat tax (Stein document 8446+ 8468+ 8445, 8448A, 8448B).
Although several studies have been made of these documents, little is
known about their form, function, and contents. The purpose of this
paper is to consider the form and function of these documents, the
sheep and goat tax system in operation around the Dunhuang oasis.

Their form will reveal that these documents are addressed from
resident officials of garrisons (zken $H) to the sheep and goat office
(yang-si ¥7]) in the middle of the tenth century. These documents con-
tain ten lists of sheep and goats in Zi-ting %% and Chang-le ¥3&
garrisons, and the forms of the lists are different from each other.
Added to this, one of the lists contains an expression indicating that
the list was sent from someone lower to someone higher. It is clear
that the former is the resident official of the garrison and the latter is
the sheep and goat office collecting the taxes.

From their contents, these lists may be divided into two types.
One of them comprises the lists of sheep and goats owned by inhabit-
ants, the other one are the lists of sheep and goats collected as taxes.
These two types lists are closely related to each other. We can recog-
nize from comparing the two that the owners of the sheép and goats
must pay one in approximately 20~ 30 sheep or goats in tax.

In conclusion, we can reproduce the tax system of sheep and goat
as follows: 1) counting of sheep and goa{s around the garrisons, and
composing the lists of sheep and goats owned by inhabitants, 2)
collecting the sheep and goat tax, and composing the lists of sheep
and goats collected as taxes, 3) handing over the sheep and goats to
the sheep and goat. office, 4) some management after the facts.
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