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24 " SUMMARY
Two Major Steps in the Evolution of Chipped Stone Arrowheads
during the Yayoi Period of Protohistoric Japan

Naoto TERAMAE -

The puroose of this paper is to examine the evolution of
chipped stone arrowheads in Wéstern Japan during the Yayoi Period
(ca. fourth century B.C.to third century A.D.). The discussion is
based on examples of the Kinai region or Kawachi Plain of the pres-
ent central Osaka Prefecture and the Inland Sea region (the present
southern Okayama Prefecture and northern Kagawa Prefecture),
with special reference to their weights and morphology. The author
finds that the evolutionary change was not a gradual process.
Rather, dréstic increase in the arrowhead weights took place twice :
once in the Early Yayoi Period (ca. fourht century B.C.) and then in
the later half of the Middle Yayoi Period (ca. first century B.C.).

Taking into consideration other lines of archaeological evi- -
dence, the author approaches to possible historical background of
these changes in the arrowheads. The first change may have been a
part of broader changes ‘associated with the adoption of wet-rice
agriculture from the Korean Peninsula. Together with new subsis-
‘tence technology, polished stone axes and adzes were introduced to
the Japanese islands. Although these new polished stone\ tools were
adopted widely in various régions, the adoption of heavy arrowheads
was limited. The second change took pléce more or less at the same
time.as the appearance of settlements located at unusually high alti-

tude. Japanese archaeologists agree that these settlements were built
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for vdefensive purposes. If this well-accepted interprefation is true,
the author speculates that the drastic increase in the weights of
arrowheads was also a result of conflicts that may have happened in
the first century B.C. The author concludes that two episodes of
drastic increase in the arrowhead weights happened under very dif-
ferent historical backgrounds: the former by an extérnal factor and

the latter by an internal factor.
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