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24 o SUMMARY
A Study on Bent Iron Implements Buried in Tumuli Japan

Akira SEIKE

This paper aims to examine bent iron implements from the
Yayoi Period to the Kofun Period. It is a well-known fact that some
of the iron implements were forcibly bent when they were buried in
tumuli in Japan. Having observed the data of such bent iron imple-
ments, the author reveals that: 1) Most of them are swords and yar-
iganna (a plane used in woodworking) 2) Most of these bent iron
tools can be dated from the final Yayoi Period to the early Kofun
Period, 3) They were often excavated from small tumuli. Taking
into consideration the fact that from the final Yayoi Period to the
early Kofun Period is the time when new funeral practices symbol-
ized by the Keyhole-shaped tumuli had been introduced, the author
concludes that the mortuary ceremony in which bent iron tools were
used had been created in accordance with the ‘diffusion of this new
mortuary custom. Helped by the description in Chinese chronicles, he
concludes that bent iron implements were believed to have the same
mystical effects of bronze mirrors so that bent iron tools were adopt-
ed in the funeral practice as a substitute for mirrors by those people
who had difficulty in procuring bronze mirrors from the central
authority. '
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