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SUMMARY

A First Step in the Evolution of Wooden Artifacts during the Early
Yayoi Period in Japan - with special reference to a change of manu-
facturing process of wide-edged hoe type I- '

Kei NAKAHARA

The purpose of this paper is to examine the evolution of wide-
edged hoe in western Japan during the Early Yayoi Period. Wide-
edged hoe is thought of one of agricultural tools, so the regional and
temporal changes of the form were caused by various conditions. of
agriculture. Observing unfinished products of wide-edged hoe type I,
The author finds that the manufacturing process changed in the later
half of the Early Yayoi Period. At the same time, the form changed
more or less. A lot of new tools from Korean peninsula, polished stone
axes and adzes, wooden agricultural tools and so on, spread in western
Japan in this period. So, the author concludes that people who accepted
these tools improved the process when they began to make them them-
selves. In other words, this change of wide-edged hoe type I was
associated to acceptance of Yayoi Culture.
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