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SUMMARY

The Development of Local Administrative Policy in
Hagi Clan and the Role of the Merchants in the Castle town
Hirofumi KATO

Regarding the village administration in early-modern Japan,
merchants were given an authority from the lords to control the
village. Immensely involving in the administration, they did not attach
to the lords, or to the peasants who were under the administration.

This paper studies the function and the role of “Gun-doiya” (&B[4
2), rrierchants in the castle town were granted the “contract” to actu-
alize the control in the territory of the Hagi clan, in the village
administration. It discusses about the characteristic of village adminis-
tration in the early modern period, that depended on the “contract” of
these merchants. Using manuscript of the lords of Hagi clan as a main
source, it focuses on the relation of “Gun-doiya” of Hagi-clan with
their lords, and clarify their role in the policy-making of village admin-
istration within the domain. Consequently, it will discuss the process of
the administration by focusing on the “Gun-doiya”.

This paper analyses various functions of “Gun-doiya”. For exam-
ple, working as agents in collecting taxes for the lord, reserving serv-
ants for Bushi, making the census law, reforming civil affairs in the
Hagi clan in the end of the eighteenth century, and settling lockups in
a castle town of Hagi in the middle of the nineteenth century. It also
studies their relation with the feudal authority. The result of the studies
can be described below.

“Gun-doiya” of Hagi clan had implemented many kinds of works
in the village administration. Some includes the work like actualizing
administrative policies. Thus, it can be said that the role of “Gun-doiya”
was indispensable in the village administration.

Due to the rival over gavel collections, the authority of the Hagi
clan planned to reduce the burden of the peasants except the gavel-
paying, and tried to reduce rice tax the peasants had to pay to Gun-
doiya. However, the government failed to realize- the significance of
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Gun-doiya who were not either on the lord's side or the peasent's side,
and who were granted “contracts”. So they failed to regulate effective
rules. The reason why the government was able to eliminate Gun-doiya
and the rules about them is because there was a partial change in the
administrative system in-the clan in the early-modern period. This
change can be clearly seen in the policy of settling the lockups in the
castle town of Hagi in the middle of the nineteenth century.
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