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Leading the Way to the Universe of Region's Knowledge:
Ending the Publication of Journal of the Research Institute for
World Languages (JRIWL)

Midori Minamida
Director, Research Institute of World Languages

Journal of the Research Institute for World Languages (JRIWL) was first published in March
2009, a year and a half after the Research Institute of World Languages (RIWL) was established as
one of the symbols of the integration of Osaka University and the Osaka University of Foreign
Studies. In response to the goals of RIWL, which is to study various languages of the world as
well as researching world cultures and societies based on language, JRIWL has striven to
contribute to the expansion of academic research by offering papers and presentations on research
achievements of languages and world cultures based on language.

JRIWL served not only as a medium for RIWL researchers to present their own studies, but
opened the door to RIWL faculty members and other researchers involved in the studies promoted
by RIWL in hopes to provide a venue where RIWL researchers can work with external researchers.
As a result, contributions were made by full-time and specially-appointed RIWL faculty members,
specially-appointed foreign faculty members, faculty members from other departments and
graduate schools of Osaka University as well as other universities, and front-line foreign
researchers. The contributed manuscripts underwent strict peer reviews by multiple referees, both
internal and external, who were commissioned by the editorial committee.

From the 2010 school year, JRIWL was published twice a year with more contributors than ever.
The contents were rich in diversity, ranging from academic papers on regional languages, cultures,
societies, as well as research notes and documents of high rarity value. Coupled with the academic
act of organically uniting them with advanced knowledge and command of individual languages,
as well as deep insights and intuitions on cultures and societies of individual regions, JRIWL
succeeded in creating a universe of region’s knowledge much like a skillfully woven tapestry.

Furthermore, during the last four years, RIWL played a prominent role in educating
undergraduate students of the School of Foreign Studies and providing research guidance for
students of the Graduate School of Language and Culture, Studies in Language and Society. It also
made consistent achievements in the fields of “Development of Language Learning Software and
an Advanced Language Learning Management System for Nation-Wide Service Deployment”,
“Lingua-Culture Contextual Studies in Ethnic Conflicts of the World”, and “Bachelor-Level
Foreign Language Education Program for Adults”.

In the Education and Research Council of November 2011, it was determined that RIWL and
Osaka University Graduate School of Language and Culture be integrated, constructively
dissolving the former while upgrading and expanding the latter. This is to enable a more functional
and agile performance of education and research of languages, cultures, and societies as a unified
organization.

With this, the publication of JRIWL, which has no doubt left a profound mark on the short
history of RIWL, will end with issue 7 which will be published in March 2012. We would like to
offer our most sincere thanks to those who watched over the development of the journal as well as
the internal and external researchers who made contributions, and especially to the past and
present members of the editorial committee who took stepped away from their own research to
devote time to the complicated task of editing, playing a significant role in the cultivation of the
journal.

We hope that everything accumulated by RIWL during the four years will be constructively
inherited by the Graduate School of Language and Culture and the work of leading the way to the
universe of region’s knowledge will shine even brighter.



