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A Meiji Era Japanese Ryugakusei in Manchester:

Sugiura Jugo (1855-1924)

Nicholas James CASSON

During the nineteenth century, most of Asia was overwhelmed by the econom-
ic and military superiority of the West. Only Japan was able to avoid this fate and
become a modern independent nation. One theory explaining this is the spread of
education across Japan by the end of the Edo period; from this base came many
who went on to become a decisive driving force in Japan’s “enlightenment”.
Amongst them were many who had spent time as ryugakusei in the West. One
was Sugiura Jugo (or Shigetake) (1855-1924), who studied in Britain from 1876
to 1880. He became an educator and nationalist thinker; his students included
Nagai Kafu, Yokoyama Taikan and Yoshida Shigeru. Later, he was tutor to the
Crown Prince (Emperor Hirohito) and Princess. In Britain he studied chemistry
and his study of Western science had a deep effect on him: in his writings, this
influence can be seen clearly: he believed that all things, including human affairs,
are subject to the laws of science. In this paper, I intend to take Sugiura as an
example of a Meiji-era ryugakusei and look at his time in Britain in detail.






