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Revising Strategies of JSL College Students:

From the Viewpoint of Syntactic Level of Revisions

Mari MIYASE

This paper investigates revision strategies in fourteen students of Japanese as a
Second Language (JSL) trying to identify and define the activities of revising.
Subjects consist of two groups, Advanced level and pre-Intermediate level of
Japanese. They revised the prepared essay, which was not their own writings, as-
suming that they were asked to revised the essay to make that better.

The revisions were analyzed from two points of view, (1) syntactic level of re-
visions, (2) reasons why they revise. The outcomes of that were also compared
with the revisions of the Native speakers of Japanese.

The following is a summary of the findings of this study.

(1) Syntactic Levels
1. Syntactic levels of revisions of the students in pre-Intermediate level are
limited, and they differ in the individual case.
2. Syntactic levels of revisions of the students in Advanced level have more
variations compared with pre-Intermediate level.
(2) Reasons
1. Students in Advanced level take a reader into consideration and make the
text easier in reading when they make revisions. On the other hand, stu-
dents in pre-Intermediate level pay attention to the form of the text and
make revisions mainly in order to correct mistakes.
(3) Revisions of Native speakers of Japanese
1. Native speakers of Japanese revise scarcely at the clause level and sen-
tence level, which is similar to the pre-Intermediate level.
2. Native speakers of Japanese make revisions mostly in order to correct
mistakes, and this is also similar to the pre-Intermediate level.






