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Force and Meaning in Illocutionary Acts.

-Cohen's view on Illocutionary Acts examined-

Ena YASUMOTO

According to Cohen, the concept of illocutionary force is empty. Cohen clarifies this
point by showing how the performative prefix includes meaning. However, it cannot
be stated from this fact and other arguments, that it is the meaning instead of the
force that is being made explicit in an illocutionary act. It is possible to accept certain
aspects of Cohen's view and state that it is the force instead of meaning that can be
found in an utterance. However, I do not attempt to show such a view, instead I would
like to clarify some important ideas found in Austin's text, so as to show that Austin's

distinction between Force and Meaning is necessary in its own way.

Key Words
Meaning, Force, Illocutionary Act, Locutionary Act, Performative, Constative,
Cohen, Austin
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