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The life-history methods of “Jack-Roller”
Mariko TAMAI

This paper tries to reevaluate the life-history methods of C.Shaw's “Jack-Roller” , which is one of
the most famous monographs written in the era of early Chicago school of sociology. The research
methods of this study, especially the way of collecting the data of life-history and the combined use of
other various materials have been appreciated.

But when we pay attention not only to the description of his methodology , but also to the whole con-
tent of “Jack-Roller” , the methodological features which have been little pointed out come out to
the surface. This monograph consists of three parts, as follows,

1. The hypotheses of causes of juvenile delinquency were presented.

2. Those hypotheses were supported by the boy's life-history.

3. The reformation program based on some of those hypotheses was put into action and the process of
reformation was delineated by the boy's life-history.

The important point of this methodological features is that in this life-history Shaw inspected his
" hypotheses of causes of delinquency by way of his plan to reform the jack-roller based on his hypothe-
ses. Much qualitative research has been criticized for being restricted to description and not answering
the “why question” . Butin the case of “Jack-Roller” , the critique is not acceptable. In fact Shaw,

as the researcher, presented new possibilities of life-history methods in  “Jack-Roller” .



