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SUMMARY

Changes of Solid Waste Disposal in Osaka City from 1955 to 1974:
Focusing on Landfills

Akihiko NAMIE

This study aimed to show an aspect of the changes of solid waste
disposal in Osaka City from 1955 to 1974, especially focusing on landfills.

In Osaka City, solid waste discarded from households, establishments
and shops increased enormously in the period of rapid economic growth.
Although the city government planned to promote incineration of solid
waste just after it re-started incineration in 1948, solid waste disposal in
the city had to depend on landfills until around 1965. Incinerators in the
city failed to dispose of increasing weights of solid waste adequately, and
the city government spent a long time to introduce the latest incineration
plant at that time. Thus, the city government had to find landfills available
both inside and outside the city area.

The city government made landfills mainly in the peripheral areas of
the city until around 1955. Places for landfills were available in the city,
and landfills were sometimes required for leveling the lands at the time.
Since around 1955, finding places for landfills in the city became more and
more difficult because of urbanization and growing protests against unsanitary
landfills. Consequently, the city government made a number of landfills
outside the city area, however, these landfills also became targets for
blame soon.

From the cases of problems regarding landfills, this study found three
types of problems. First, unsanitary landfills caused environmental prob-
lems, which included plague of vermin like flies and mosquitoes, worsening
life environment such as traffic congestion and risks caused by waste
transporting vehicles, and harmful influences on agriculture and fishery
because of effluents from landfills. Second, setting landfills of Osaka City
outside the city area caused conflicts among stakeholders including the
governments and landowners. Finally, landfill setting and use were
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restricted dependent on the city’s other divisions and projects like water-
front developments.

Keywords : solid waste disposal, landfill, incineration, Osaka City
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