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In this article, we would like to discuss the meaning of dialogues held in workshops
on clinical ethics in a hospital in Osaka City. The workshops consist of 1) a clinical case
examination, 2) a “philosophical cafe” on an ethical subject abstracted from the case, and
3) a case re-examination dialogue from a broader perspective. After outlining the three
workshops, we will analyze in detail two sets of workshops held in 2012-2013, considering
how the participants have changed their attitudes toward the cases through the
philosophical cafes and case re-examination dialogues. As we will see, in philosophical cafes
they became aware of some assumptions they had as medical workers, and so perceived
the case differently in the third workshop: for example, they came to accept the natural
way of living of patients and their families and to put the socio-political situation of medical
care in a critical perspective. In conclusion, we would offer the view that dialogues among
medical workers can revive their narratives on lives of patients and of themselves and
therefore “humanize” their caring practice under threat of efficiency and scientification.
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